
BASIC PARTS OF A COMPUTER
monitor

A monitor is a crucial output device for a computer, displaying video 

and graphics information. They come in various types, including CRT, 

LCD, OLED, and LED, each using different technology to create images. 

Monitors differ in size, resolution, aspect ratio, refresh rate, color 

depth, brightness, contrast, and response time.



They can be connected to computers via various cables or ports like 

VGA, DVI, HDMI, DisplayPort, USB, or Thunderbolt. Some monitors 

feature built-in speakers, cameras, microphones, or USB hubs. Touch-

sensitive monitors can detect user input on the screen. Monitors can be 

used singly or in multiple configurations to extend or duplicate the 

display.

mouse
A mouse is a key input device for a computer. It allows the user to 

navigate and interact with the computer’s graphical user interface by 

controlling a pointer or cursor. The mouse detects movement, which is 

translated into motion on the screen. It typically has buttons that can 

be clicked to select, drag, and drop items on the screen.



Some mice also have a scroll wheel for scrolling through documents or 

web pages. Mice can be wired or wireless, and they use various 

technologies to track movement, including optical and laser sensors. 

Ergonomic designs are available to reduce strain during prolonged use. 

In addition to standard use, specialized mice exist for gaming, graphic 

design, and other applications.

printer
A printer is a peripheral device that converts digital data into physical 

media. It takes the information displayed on your computer screen and 

reproduces it on paper, transcribing text, numbers, and graphics. 

Printers come in various types, including inkjet, laser, and thermal, each 

using different technology to create images. They can be connected to 

computers via USB, wireless, or network connections.



Some printers have additional features like scanning, copying, and 

faxing, making them multifunction devices. Printers vary in print quality, 

speed, size, and cost. They are essential for tasks like printing 

documents, photos, labels, and more. In addition to home and office 

use, specialized printers exist for industrial applications like 3D printing.

microphone
A microphone is an input device that allows a computer to receive 

audio. It captures sound waves and converts them into electrical 

signals that the computer can process. Microphones can be built into 

the computer, like in laptops, or they can be external devices 

connected via cables or wirelessly. They come in various types and 

sizes, from small clip-on microphones to large studio microphones. 

Some microphones are designed for specific purposes, such as 

podcasting, music recording, or gaming. The quality of a microphone is 

determined by factors like frequency response, sensitivity, and noise 

cancellation. Microphones can be used for a variety of tasks, including 

voice recording, video conferencing, and voice commands. Overall, 

microphones enhance the interactive experience of using a computer.

keyboard
A keyboard is a primary input device used with a computer. It 

consists of a set of keys that correspond to letters, numbers, 

symbols, and function commands. When a key is pressed, it sends a 

signal to the computer to perform a specific operation. Keyboards 

come in various layouts, the most common being the QWERTY layout.



They can be connected to the computer via USB, wireless, or 

Bluetooth connections. Some keyboards have additional features like 

multimedia keys, backlighting, and programmable keys. Keyboards 

can also vary in size, with compact or ergonomic designs available. 

They are essential for tasks like typing, programming, gaming, and 

navigating software applications.

System unit
The system unit, also known as the computer case or tower, is the 

core part of a computer. It houses the computer’s main hardware 

components, such as the motherboard, CPU, RAM, and storage 

devices like hard drives or SSDs. The system unit also contains 

expansion slots for additional hardware like graphics cards or sound 

cards and ports for peripherals like monitors, keyboards, and mice.



The system unit is powered by a power supply unit (PSU) that 

converts electricity from an outlet into usable power for the 

computer’s components. Cooling mechanisms, such as fans or liquid 

cooling systems, are also housed in the system unit to prevent 

overheating. Overall, the system unit is essential as it for protection.

speakers
A speaker is an output device that allows a computer to produce 

audio. It converts electrical signals into sound waves, enabling the 

user to hear audio from the computer. Speakers can be built into the 

computer, as in laptops, or they can be external devices connected 

via cables or wirelessly. They come in various types and sizes, from 

small portable speakers to large stereo systems.



Some speakers are designed for specific purposes, such as gaming 

or music production. Speakers can be used for a variety of tasks, 

including listening to music, watching videos, gaming, and video 

conferencing. Overall, speakers enhance the multimedia experience 

of using a computer.


